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FUNSTON TO RESCUE

-

Scouting Party of Our Troops At-
tacked by the Rebels,

- —

FIVE MEN WOUNDED

- —

OFFICER AND

Imperative Need of More Men to

Quell Insurrection.

Y

AGGRESSIVE

—

ENEM

MANILA, May 26, 11:20 a.m.—A scouting
party of American troops encountered a
body of Insurgents at Santa Rita, and the
Americans belng relnforeesd by Brigadier
Genperal Funston with the South Dakola
regiment., a warm fight ensued.

A Heuwitenant and five men of the Ameri-
can force were wounded and ten of the in-
surgents were Killed and several captured.

been appointed
i Smith as governor of the

General Hughea, who has

to relieve

Visayan will be succeeded as pro-
VoSt mi Brigadier o eral Willis-
ton, whe r arrived here in command
of the the 6th Artiliery.

MORE TROOPS NECESSARY.

American Losses Needlessly Heavy
Becanse of Lack of Men.

MANILA, May 26 740 p.m.—The events
of the past week have emphasized the need
of a2 much larger army here, without

to the best authorities in-
be attempting the im-

to establish American

I wplne Islands,

Th American forces is
sald to be responsible. for the large total
less in the number of small encounters,
without material results as a compensa-
tion Most of the fighting has been in ter-

- which the Americans had swept. but
been compelled to abandon. because
troops to hold It
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The forces commanded by Gens. MacAr-
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Rebels Hecoming Aggressive.
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AKMY PAYMASTER GENERAL.

Col. A. E. Pates Ansiguned 1o Aet an the
Head ol the Carps.

Brigadier General As Carey, who has
held the office of pa) * general of the
army =ince the retih of General T. H.
St several me axnd, was today
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Personal Mention.

Major W. . Langfitt of the Engincer
Corps of the army has arrived In Wash-
Ington @direct from Honoluly He was sta-

tlaned there six
hospitality extended

and enjoyed the
him by the people

Rev. Hedding B. Lceech, pastor of the
Santord Street Metnodist Episcopal Church,
East Orunge, N. J., has been sperding a

few days with his parents
northeast.
morTow

at Hs Tth street
He returns to East Orange to-

— i -
Fire nt Staples, Minn.

STAPLES, Minn.,, May 26.—Over one-third
of the business portion of Staples was burn-
ed Jest night, ov:r twenty-five bulldings be-
ing destroyed. The fire started from an
overturned lamp In a tailor shop. The fHhial
loss is estimated at 0,000, with about $20.-
o) lusurance.

At New York, Graf Walderses from Bam.
burg; Fuerst Bismarck from dambacg, via
Scuthampton,

PORTO RICAN NEEDS

Gen, Guy V. Henry Discusses the
Island and Its People.

DECLARES THE PROSPECTS BRIGHT

Conditions Favor Growing Coffee

and Oranges.

SPREAD OF EDUCATION

o

General Guy V. Henry, military governor
of Porto Rico from December 4 to May 4,
who is In the ecity, was seen by a Star re-
porter today, and In reply to questions
talked interestingly of Porto Rico, its peo-
ple, the effect of the military occupation
af the island, the future development of its
resources and the advancement of that peo-
ple which i= taking place.

When General Henry was ready to leave
Porto Rico he obtalned several trifling
relies, for which he pald the proper official

GGen. Gany V. Henry.

their full vaiue, taking a receipt. The of-

ficial was amazed, and, snaking his head,
replied that that was the first time he had
known a governor general of Porto Rico

for anything, remarking that it had
been customary for such officlals to leave
the [sland at the end of their adminisira-
tion with one or two million dollars.

If there is one-thing that General Henry
is a it ywroud of than another n
connection wit » military occupation of
Porto Rico it » fact that nothing sticks
to the hands of American officials when
they leave the Isiland, and that thelr record
has been one of honesiy.

to pay

Envournging Prospects.
“Trera s every prospect,” =ald Gen. Hen-
ry. “that Porto Rico will achieve and main-
taln a high standard. The country Is now
in such condition that all that is need»d is

the Introduction of capital to make the
country all that could be desired and to set
In full motion the machinery of Its pros-

perity. We shaoi
we ars

terest

:d convince those prople that
honest and Just, and have their in-
at heart. They ar: now responding
10 vur suggestiors in every way, and they

are more than anxious to become Ameri-
canized in evary possible way, The trouble
In the past n beer 1at the Spaninrds
teok very little Interest in them. They
went there to make all the money they
i and th: gover © generals usually
le th a million or two of dollars on their
pe al accourd. =

“Tae money which the government appro-
priated for public roas nd other improve-
generally we innto the pockets of
d cantractors, and very little of

g : rkets of the la-
laborers work-
r Rico, and soon
1 the moun-
putiing more

ahorers of the
d for years under
sdminisiration

the Spanish

Should He n Garden of Eden.

Tt conditions of Forto Rico are such
i 3 it & verit Garden of Eden.
can be raised there, and the

s It offers for the cultivatlon of

by being below the frost line are
=uch as attract snany Florida orange grow-
ers there., Thelr o is the best In the
r not KEnown in the

although i
- It canpo

¢

uctton aof schonls, and the ed-

1 the people resuliing from it, is
a thing to be attended to. The children
are clamorous for education, and there are

‘where than
lults who
people and comp
same cla=s in

19 brighter people a
Ricans. The

superior

are the
are edu-

Chilsd aAre N
favorably with the
U'nited States. We cannot change their
ustems in a day and conver: them into
Arericans, but it can be done gradually,
and by education and the introduction of
wur law among them we will be accomplish-
ng the hest kind of colonization, and it will
fect eredit on us and on our people and
to us the gratitude of the Porto
cans. If we should put Americans in all
offices in plave of the Porto Ricans it
i probably Americanize the island
giteker than by trusting to a considerable
exlent to the Porto Hicans themsalves, but
il naturally leave on our hands a
sullen and dissatisfied people. [ or-
sl an insular police force of 400 na-
tives, and they made a very superior body
and accomplish=d a great deal in capturing
bardits and in restoring order. They did

wiork which would have been very diffi-
et for our troops, because of their ac-
gquuintance with the language and the
country.

“Genaral Eaton of this ckity is In charge
of the schools of Porto Rico, and he is in-
troducing a public school system all over
the island, and has divided the islapd into
distriets with Americans in charge of them.
English k& taught in these schools a por-
ti f the day. The evening before 1 left
sSan Juan 3,000 children assembled and sang
patriotic American sengs, and one little boy
of twelve yvears had learned in English an
address wi;h-h he delivered to me, and it
wits characterized by thoughtfulness and
an appreciation of what has been done for
that people. The ovation tendered me, as
the representative of the United States,
by the people of San Juan showed thelr
appreciation of what had been done for
them in alding them to a higher plane in
life. The st communlcation I received on
the lzland was from the alcalde of San
Juan, who thanked me for the honesty and
justice which characterized our occupa-
tion of the island. The pursuance of these
m=thods in the future I think will make the
{zluml a great credit to us, and it is the
anly one of our possessions which has given
us no trouble.

Hesponsibility Brought by War,

“The Spanish war was God's war. It
was fought by the men behind the guns,
amd God was behind the men. Its results
wild be far reaching, and upon us depends
the success of the war In introducing civili-
zation in the island we now have.

“We will make a great mistake If we fail
in our duty toward these people and in the
sojlutior of the problem of their betterment
which is before us. This, 1 belleve, is the

feeling of all true Americars. Any official
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who does not represent the Unitod States
properly should be kepl away from Porto
Rico, for they are quick amd accurate

judges of people. During my administro-
tlon in the island 1 received every assist-
ance 1 could desire from the administra-
tion In carryving out my views., 1 feel

thankful to them for giving me an oppor-
tunity te give these people an administira-
tion such as Americans desired they should
have.

Territorial Government Wanted.
“The Porto Ricans territorinl
form of government. naturally

desire
They chafe

il

uniler a military government, no matter
how mild {t may be. I subardinated the
military to the civil government for the

purpose of instructing them in governing
themselves and to prepare them for future

“*1f they should be given a territorial form
of government they will lose the customs
maney which is now at thelr disposal to
be used for the good of the island, and they
prohably have not thought of that, but it
will have to be considered serlously be-
fore any definite action is taken. 1 do not
se¢ how the Portao Ricans can he better
off than they now are under a just and
honest military administration, under which
full power is given the civil authorities, and
under which they have the fuill use of the
change,

oy ms monley, They want

th this echange may not be to their
advantage whien it comes. At 1he same
time o m ;ogovernment = not n oae-
cordance 1 our institutions, and that

will probably influence the decision of this
guestion.””
o Pince for Men Without Capitai.

Speaking of the opportunities in Porto
tico for Ameri g, Goenn Henry sald only
those with capit: should o the il

woulid chetly be bemeficlal

Of sugar eslales.

their enterprise
in the purchase

“Americans,’”
and trade successtully
reuson that tite
ton active and smart as compelliors to give
chance  While I was in Porto
Rico a young man came there from Boston

sald, “cannot open stares
in Porto Rico, for

pative storckeepers are

I3y

the

outsitlers o

with eapital and a stock of gomds, In a
33 tirne he was arranging (o g0 home.

I asked why he was poing back he
: ¢ “These people dre smarier than the
Yankees, and I must go home, Jven those

who hive money 1o invest In sugar esiates
will find that land is held at a high price.
1 think it is doubtful if there is"much money
to be made in Porto Rivo by Americans. No
man without capital should for a moment
conslder going there, for the country is
averstocked with labor now.”

Heartily Supported by Both Parties.

Genvral Henry epoke of the need for
bullding more school houses on the island,
and referred to his interesting encounters
with the politicians there. When he tirst
arrived he called a meeting of delegates
from all parts of the is'and, and asked
the radieais to stand. A large number of
those present arose. Then he #sked the
liberals to stand, and another portion of
them arose. He then told them there was
another party in Porto Rico, that proposed
reform in government and a betterment of
all local conditions, referring to the desires
of the Americans in the future of the is-
land, amd he asked all who would support
that pariy 1o rise, anil every man present
stood erect. From that time on he had no
trouble and received the hearty co-opera-
tlon of the people in whatever he under-
took. No man can have greater contidence
In any people than General Henry has in
the Porte Ricans.

Genera! Henry Is suffering from a cold
contracted shortly after he arrived at New
York, as the result of the cool weather he
encountered after a winter in the tropics.
His wife and son and ald, Lisutenant Hen-
ry, accompany him.

-
Army Orders.

Lieut. E. K. Erwin, 1st Washington Vol-
unteer Infantry, has been honorably dis-
charged by reason of physical disability.

Lieut. H. P. Howard, 3d Cavalry, nas
been appointed ald-de-camp to Brigadier
General 8. B. M, Young.

Capt. W. H., Wilson, assistant surgeon,
now at Fort Monroe, Va., has been ordered
to San Francisco for assignment to duty.

Acting Assistant Surgeon R. H. Zauner
has been relleved from duty at Camp
Meade, Pa., and ordered to San Francisco.

Lieutenant Colone! Henry H. Humphreys,
223 United States Infantry, has been placed
on the retired list on his ewn application,
after over thirty years' service.

Whereabouts of Naval Vessels.

The Essex arrived at Portsmouth yester-
day. The Alllance salled today from Fort
Monroe for Annag?hlia The Peoria has ar-

rived at Boston. ¢ Nashville has arrived
at Friar's Point, on the Misslasippi.
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CANADA IS STUBBORN

—_—————

Refuses to Yeild Her Ulaim:t;n Alag-
kan Territory. :

e

NEGOTIATIONS  ABOUT AT END

London Papers Regret the Situa-
tion, but Uphold Canada.

—_— ——
SOME OF TIHEIR - COMMENT

-

LONDON, May 26.—The t&-aign office offi-
cials confirm the statemenfs mede by “the
New York correspondent éf the London
Times, to the effect that e negotiations
with the Canadian government on the sub-
ject of Alaska have reached an almost
hopeless stage owing to the Insistence of
the Canadians that they receive a slice of
Alaska, which apparently precludes any
agreement being reached on the subject be-

tween the American and Canadian high
commissioners.  The evening newspapers
here reproduce the New York dispatch,

with comment, generally n_—grg_-[ﬁm; the sit-
uativn, but ohiecling o the eonclusions
that Canada is blamuable,

The (ilobe savs: >

“The Chanadian would he far less patriotic
than they are if they yield téewhat they
constder to be an unjust and 4ndefensible
demand for the sake of the establishment
more [(riendly relations with thedr big
neighbor,” -
Comments of the Gilobe.
Continuing, the Globe remarks that the
“by publishing its correspondent’s
unjudicial summing up. has adopted the
surcst way to inflame publle opinion on both
sides of the Atlantie.”

The Westminster Guzette says:

“We certainly hope a better face ecan be
put on things, w0 far as we are concerned,
but the deadlock sesms yery serious.”

The S.. James Gazette thinks American
politics are playing an important -part in
the stuation and says:

“The republicans are disposed to a
friendly arrangement with England, but it
must be on terms so favarable to America
that the demoerats will have no excuse to
say they yielded their imterests to Great
Britaln.”

e
WILL REACH NEW YORK oUTOBER 1.
Admiral Dewey Telegraphs Date of
Arrival in the United ?tliln.

All doubt as to the time of Admiral
Dewey's arrival in the United States was
dispelled this morning by the receipt by the
Secretary of the Navy of } eable Messaga
from Admiral Dewey at Hong Eong, saying
briefly that he will stop & wvarlous places
on his way to the United: States and will
reach New York about Ocio! bet, 1

Admiral Dewey's dispatch dld net enu-
merate any of the polnts where the Olym-
pia will touch en route to New Yerk. It
may be that an effort will be made Lo as-
certain these for the benefit of the officials
of some of the towns, especially aleng the
Mediterranean. who may desite to take offi-
cial notice of the visit of the ed
naval officer and his famous fagship to
thelr ponts.

Some of Dewey's friends in the Navy De-
partment suspect that the admiral is pur-

posely evading a statement of:his {tinerary,
desiring to avold as far Do e all dem-
onstrations, which he ap - {0 dread in

his present state of health.

One result of the gnent of the
Olympla’s arrival in this-eountry until Oc-
taber will be the 11ity.of the ad-

miral's presence at the A. R.

ment in Philladeiphia in the early part of
September. His friends here say that this,
after all, was the enly eeceasion which the
admiral had positively promised to attend,
and they intimate that, having been ob

by his health to decline fo att e -
ner at Hong Kong in honor of t een's
birthday, a very unusaal decl Ad-
miral Dewey will find it imp to

depart from the rule there estahblished
and attend any bang Mm_
strations in this countr 2
The length of the tm. allotted for
homeward trip of the @iympia opensa- fidd -

¥

for speculation at the Navy Department as
to how the intervening four months are to
be passed. It Is easlly possible for the
Olympia to return to the United States in
less than sixty days, so that her people will
have two months to spend in foreign ports
oo the way home. Most of this time, it is
expected, will be passed in Medlterranean
porte, and & geperous part at Malta and
Gibraltar, and perhaps, ecoming by the
southern route, the Olympla will touch at
the Azores and Bermuda,

+ .

CUBAN FLAGS ON CUBAN VESSELS,
A Nice Legal Question Raised by the
War Department Order,

The War Department's order of yester-
day glving clearance to Cuban vessels un-
der the Cuban flag has raised a question of
the right of the United States to take this
gtep that ultimately will have to be deter-
mined by the Attorney General. The order
45 Issued by the War Department simply
authorizes its officers In Cuba to clear the
vessels in question, but at present they will
have to sall at their own risk, so far as
any fines or penalties are concerned, to
which they may be sublected in foreign

Dorts.

The matier has been referred to the
Treasury Department as to whether or not
the War Department has the right to au-
thorlze Cuban vessels to fly the Cuban flag
under the American ensign. Thers is no
question that the Treasury Department will
decide that there is no existing law which
would justify this step. The matter will
then be referred to the Attorney General
for an opinfon whether, under a broad con-
struction of the law of military occupation,
this country can nuthorize the use of this
combination of flags and enforce its respect
In the ports of foreign countries. This may
also ralse a nice question as to how far
this courze would commit the United States
to the recognition of the independent rights
of Cuba, a step that this government so
far has studiously avoided.

The matter is one of vital importance to
the material interests of Cuba just now,
and the department feels justified in taking
an unprecedented course to furaish the
island relief In the emergency.

- 0

FOR

PLEADS HONDURAS.

Guantemnla Undertakes to Intervene
in the Pears Cane.

Guatemala has, in a manner, sought to
Intervene between the United States and
Honduras in the Pears case. DPears was a
young Pittsburg man, who, according to
the reports received at the State Depart-
ment, was wantonly murdered by a Hon-
duranian soldier, Puerto Cortez.

After receiving satisfactory evidence that
the Honduras authorities were properly
responsible for this murder, the State Ide-
partment has made a demand for an in-
demnity of $10,000 in behalf of the relatives
of Pears. The Honduras government has
resisted this demand to the utmost. One
of its movements was to ask to have the
case referred to arbitration. The facts were
s0 clear and the precedents so strong in
this case that the State Department was
obliged to decline the proposition.

Now United Btates Minister Hunter has
informefl the State Department that the
Gautemalan minister at Tegucigalpa, the
Honduramian capital, has come forward
with an earnest appeal to the United States
to arbitrate the case and not act harshly
toward Honduras.

CONFORMING TO

INSTRUCTIONS.

Course of the American Delegates to
The Hague.

It is learned that the American delegates
to the disarmament congress at The Hague
are -acting in exact conformity with In-
structions they originally received from
the State Department. Thsy have com-
municated so far but once with the depart-
ment, thelr purpose belng simply to make
more clear certain detalls of the Instrue-
tions. But they have made no report to
Secretary Hay of the progress of events in
the conference, not even mentioning tHE
reported difficulties they have experienced
in securing proper cofsideration for the one
point deemed so eesential by the United
States, namely, the protection fropm seizure
of private property at sea.

>

Must Notify Custema Officers.
The consul at Cork (Queenstown) has re-
ported to the State Department that pas-
sengers landing at that port are not ai-
lowed to earry firearms In their

{3
or to bring ashore tobacco or spirlts wi:g-
out motifying the customs officials.

ISSUE NOT CHANGED

Misapprehension Regarding the St,
Louis Conference.

CALLED T0STRENGTHEN BRYAN'SHAND

e

Allowing the Gold Wing of the
Party to Be Deceived.

SILVER MEN 1IN HARMOXY
Newspaper. dispatches concerning the

democratie conference at St. Louls indleate
a very general misapprehension of what the
Bryanites are up to. It suits th: purposcs
of the latter just as well to have the false
impression go abroad In the land, but the
fact is that the alleged hostile sentiment
toward Bryan and th: fres sllver plank
which has been the subject of commont
does not exist among the men participating
in that confereace, and, far from there Le-
ing any design in calling the confersnce for
r2legating silver o the rear and 'shifting the
issues, 1ts real purpos2 was to perfect plans
wherehy the absolute control of the t
democratic national convention shall be pro-

Muih

done

more work in that dir
than the public g2neraliy :=
of, and hy stories of dizssensions and
to shift brush the republic
rvative sound money democrats
are ittingly being deceivad. Hope s
being held out to the sound money men for-
merly associated with the democratiec party
that by renewing their association with the
party they may be abls o counteract the
radicalism which characterized issues
of M3,

Attitude of the Bryan People.
The Bryan peopls them o8 ATV
holding out any such ha they are
perfectly willing that the comm> nts by the
opposition press should convey that idea.
They are too actively at work and their
plans are too well understacd within their
own circle for them to have any fear of
being discredited with the radiral element
of their porty, and, therefore, they are will-
ing that the conservatives nnd the
tion party should be deceived and possibiy

the

not

disarmed. The truth §s that the Bryvan
people are in no way less radieal In their
purposes than they were in ¢ and their

eXpoctation is that the next national con-
vention of their party will be practically
unanimous in favering the nor ation of
Bryan and re-enacting the Chicago plat-
form.

No Thought of Changing the Isxue.

The at St Louls was ealled
for the of aiding In bringing this
about, and there was absolulely no thought
in it of changing or modifying issues. Their
failure to take any action on the subject
of issues or to make any =ort of recast of
their iines is not a surprise to those who
knew the purpose of the conference.

Chairman Jones was engaged on a line of
work caleculated to strengthen tae Bryan
forces at the next national convention when
he was taken ill and had to drop all work.
Un going to Europe Mr. Jores designated
Johnson to act as seeretary of the pational
committee, becs e he was thoroughly fa-
m'.lz;n-_wuh this work and could carry it
out, No acting chairman was designaied
but Johnson, on being d
tary, was given instru
made him the representative of the chair-
man, with full discretion. Gov, Stone is
not acting chairman of the national com-
mittee, but i3 acting as the ad of the

eonferonee

purposs

sighated as secre-
s which actually

h
ways and means commitiee, which is not a

part of the national committee. Johnson,
Stone and Bryan are in perfeet accord with
the absent chairman of the commitiee, anid
one of the things they are particulariy anx-
icus to aveld is the retirement of Jones.
They expect him to resume his dutles as
£ocn as his health will permit.
Acting i Harmony.

The conference at St. Louis was for the
purpose of securing more active Co-opera-
tion on the part of the radical free silver-
Bryan members of the national committes,
in furtherance of the plans Inid out by Alr.
Jones, and to give them a better under-
standing of what is expected of them.

The letter which Bryan wrote 1o Perry
Belmont with reference to the $10 dinner in
New York was in harmony with the work
that has been outllned. The peoply who
are in control and who are responsinle for
the St. Louis conference are acting in per-
fect harmony, and those who tind satisface-
tion and security in the bhelief that the
democratic party is going to modify its po-
sition with reference to money and other
radical features of the Chicago platform are
foolirg themselves and umwittingly serving
the ends of the Bryan people. There is at
present a better organization and more har-
mony of action to the end of adopting the
Chleago platform and adhering firmly to
the most radical issues presented ithan
there was on the assembling of the demo-
cratic national convention in "0,

Efforts are being made by the few gold
democrats who voted for Bryan in "6 and
by those who then bolted the party to over-
throw the platform, and, if possible, get a
new candidate, but this work is ull outside
the organization, and the entire party ma-
chinery is being used to counterac: it and
to hold the party to the 46 issues with such
new features added as the Interval has de-
veloped,

>

TO DISARM THE

First Step to Be Taken by the Samoan
Commission.

The British embassy has received advices
from Samoa, coming via Auckland to the
foreign office, and forwarded here, announe-
ing the arrival of the commissioners and
their initial mecting. The dispatch was sent
by Mr. Eliot, who says also that when
they reached Apia it was found that an
armistics already had been effected, and
was in force, so that the commission began
its work under peaceful ausplees.

The German embassy has not yet heard
from Baron Speck von Sternburg, the Ger-
man commisseloner. The feellng is enter-
tained ir diplomatic quarters that the ar-
rival of the commissioners disposes of all
critical features of the Samoan question,
and ‘hat further armed conflict will be
avoided. It is said that the first step taken
by the commission will be to secure the dis-
arming of the two native elements, repre-
senting the rival claimants for the king-
ship, Malietoa and Mataafa, as it would not
be feasible for the commission to proceed
in their scheme of readjustment while two
armed parties were threatening to take af-
fairs in their own hands., Moreover, It is
said that the disarming of both sides will
facilitate the acceptance of such decision
as the commission may reach, as any re-
bellious faction will be without arms to
make its resistance effective. This disarm-
ing of the natives, it is believed here, may
lead to such a permanent rearrangement of
the treaty of Berlin that the natives will
not be able hereafter to resort to arms as
a means of settling thelr internal differ-
ences,

NATIVES,

Gen. Harrison Heaches Paris,
PARIS, May 26.—Former President Ben-
Jamin Harrison, who is acting as the legal
representative of Venezuela on the bound-
ary commission, which meets here on June

15, has arrived in this city. The United
States ambassador, General Horace Porter.

SMOKE AND FLAMES

Chery & Moran, the Clothiers, Buroed
Oat Today.

ORIGIN OF THE A NYSTERY

Smoke and Water Do the Great-

FIRE

est Damage.

I
SCENES AT THE BUILDING
— =
The stock of the » & Moran Come-
pany, =lothlers and ers, at No. Kl
Marke! space, was almost totally destroyved
by fire this afiernoon. The propristors say
that the stock was valued at ahout 15 000,
on which an insumiance of aboutl SN was
cerried. The tire ggtarted (0 the Lasement
from some unknown cause, and while the

flames did not do much damage above the

basement, waiter and smoke roined almost
everything 1n the bullding. Tt was= just a
few minutes afier 12 o'clowk when dense

vilumes of =moke poured through the ele-

vitor shaft and nolifisd the proprictors
and clerks of the danger. An alarm of fire
wias turned (o from box 120 without any de-
lay, and as thi=s is what I= known &% &
- s hox a number of engines,

¥ ks and clieg L= =ao0g
i 1z along -
rections, work P SOy
begun, 2 th* firen had I task
ahead of them.

Hurd Fighting.

Because of their being unubile to sie just
where  the fire had 1 the ftiremen
found the job an 0T Beveral
streams of Water wors : ward «difr-
ferent points in the cellar. Scome of 1he
firemen acting under orders of thelr =uj
fors made thetr way through th = "
umes of black smoke and went <o far {rom
the front opening that they were bheyvond
hearing distance,. Then it was nse of
good luck with them if They
redching the streot again,  I7
been a blaze i the far ond of
wonld have been impossibl
have scon it at tmes. Sy
men, partly exhausted, reappear
cellar opening in the sidews
them could hardly 1ift from ks

smoke-tilled «
Warer had
building

dies we o OPEn-
irgs. Then they tore y the frame
work under the blg show windows, and
through these opfnings several streams of

water were direpted .
1t was feared thai the flames would

low the elevator shaft and reach the up-
per floors, but this some of the men in-
side prevented. The flames 1 follow the
ghaft to a point above the first floor, but
wers not srmitted to gain any headway
before a stream of water well airerted ex-

unguished them.
On Lpper Floors,

All this time members of the diffcrent
companies had reached the upper floorg by
means of ladders In the front of the build-
ing and were exer themsclves to get
the smoke out of th ding. 1 g of
the condition of the t had
to be used, and s bralld-
ing necessarily f« wover
did not amount to n = used for
decorating purpeses weoere fastensd at the
frent windows of (he 1i
were allowed to rloat {o 1
dense smake until the Ire w
conirol. At times there were itdications
that the flames were spreading o the
upper floors, and alithough firen mud
others woere ab to enter the bul £. no
attempt was made to remove the siock In
the store.

Even the books in the office of the cashicr
were nol toucned until the i hegan to
giv> way. Then flames woere « virad in
the wvicinity of the hooks, firamen
did not let them give much troucie,

The Cellar Flooded.
’1
conteolled, a second
This brought out 1irs
At thls time 1t Wais
rapidly fililng with water, and nobody seem-

Before evident that the flames
could be

sounded.

Was
dlarm was
aduitional

companies. ilar

ed to be able 1o

Firemen were wa »p in the waten,
recaiving instruetic m hog= on the
sidewalk. Ohn y wem down
and he receive

Fina when It ertain that the
flames were under oo L1 td prova-
bly do no further 3 oilur: was
made 1o save sonn nroperty, and
several of the sb e vemuved to
the sidewalk Wh noke  finally
Clearpd away an engine was =ct at work
pumping the wa ¢ ¢eliar, and
Fire Muarshal 1w red tu ascer-
tain something of «2 und insur-
ance, as well as the causs e,

He wid a SBtar reportor the stock
was wvirtually a total wreck, and bhe
thought §l.uix would cover the damage o

the buiiding,

Cnase of Fire.

The cause o : fire he i
tain. There was no fire n the
nor had there been any sinee the
opcned.  Eledirie power wes s

the elevator, and the store was uisq

by electiricity. The wires

Mr. Moran siated 1o a St

all gew, thelr may

was approvesd by the

The machinery used in

elevator was, of course, ol 11t is pos-
sible that the fire s from spon-
taneous combustion. Mo Cheéry was al the
bpank when the tire staried, and he could
hardly believe that the fite was in his place

of busipness when he relurned and saw the
engines at work, knowlng, as he did, that
there was no fire in the building

In addition to other precautions the clerks
in the establishment were not allowed (o
smoke in the bullding. It was only In Sep-
tember last that the big building of Robin-
son, Chery & Co., at 12th and F streets, was
destroyed. Mr. Moran was then the head
clerk in the siore. After that conflagration
the firm known as the Chery & Morun Com-
pany was organized. Just about the time
the fire started an alieged pickpocke! was
arrested almost in front of the bullding.
During the progress of the fire John Bill-
man, a driver in the employ of the Unlied
States Express Company.” drove over the
hose and Lieut. Amiss arrested him,

He drove through the erowd, it 1s stateq,
in a reckless manner, but nobody was
struck by the wagon. The police reserves
of the first and sixth precinets did effective
work keeping back the big crowd of specia-
tors and giving the firemen plenty reom ln
which to work.

Work of the Firemen.

Among those who soon reached the scene
of the fire was District Commissioner
Wight, who has immediate chagge of the
fire department. Mr. Wight was an inter-
ested witness of the operations of the fire-
men.

Recently, as was stated Iin The Star at
the time, he provided Assistant Chief Belt
with a small megaphone, to betier enable
him to make known hiz orders In the noise
and excitement of a fire. Much to Mr.
Wight*s surprise, the megaphone was not
belng used when he reached the fre,
Asking the assistant chief where it was, he
wes .old that it had b left In the latier's
carziege. “Well,”™ lled Mr. Wight, “ge
und get it. 1 did not get it (o be left in &

There was another incident which did not

is arranging for an interview bYetween Preg
4denut Loubel and Mr. Harrison

weas: the Commissioner. Some time ago,



